ST BOTOLPH’S CHURCH

NEWBOLD - ON - AVON
WARWICKSHIRE

A HISTORY & GUIDE
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The church in which you are standing was
built in the fifteenth century. It is built on the
site of an earlier church - some tiles from
this church can still be seen today towards
the front of the church near the chancel.

The church is made up of several sections,
the chancel, the nave, the north and south
aisles, north and south porches and, of course
the tower. The building is mainly built from
red sandstone and some limestone rubble.
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The Church
The North Door

The North Aisle

Above: View of the porch.
Left: North door.

Above: A view of the north aisle.
Above right: Stained glass window.

The door which you walked through to enter
the church today is the original door from when
the church was built around 1455. There are
three tablets on the doors which are carved with
the names of the churchwardens at the time the
doors were hung - these were Thomas Webbe,
Thomas Boughton and William Boughton.

If you look on the outside of the porch you
will see four ‘canopied niches’ which originally
held four statues - we assume that these were
taken away by the Puritans.
You will also notice that the porch is in a
Perpendicular style of architecture emphasising
vertical lines.

2

In the North Aisle you will see there are
three stained glass windows, all of them illustrating
scenes from the Bible. However they are unusual
because they feature the faces of people they
commemorate. At the end of the aisle is a piscina
which is attached to the wall. This was used to
drain away rinsings from communion vessels.

The basin was cut away in the early 20th century.
You will also see three ‘Houseling Benches’ which
date back to 1660. They were made to use as a
communion rail as the original had been destroyed
by soldiers from the Commonwealth army.
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The Chancel

The Chancel

Above: A view of the chancel.
Above left: Monument.

The chancel that stands here today is a
reconstruction which was completed in the
Victorian era - however it does contain many
features from the original chancel.
The communion rails are oak and date from
the reign of James I, making them Jacobean.
You will also notice that there is a helmet
and sword on the south wall of the chancel
which are real armour and the crest which you
see is of the Boughton family.

There are many monuments in the chancel area,
the main monument dating from 1716, showing
Sir William and Dame Catherine Boughton. The
monument is by John Hunt of Northampton
and it is believed that it was sculpted by Michael
Rysbrack. The monument features an optical
illusion - you can see this if you stand opposite the
monument - look at the urn and run your eyes
up and down the spiral carvings out the corner of
your eyes - the chests of the statues appear to be
breathing!
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Top: Communion rail
Above: Parish chest
Right: Pulpit

Underneath this monument is the Parish
chest which is made of solid oak. It was used
in the seventeeth century to store valuables and
registers belonging to the parish and the church.
The chest had four locks which were all
different and could only be opened when all four
keyholders were present.
The pulpit dates from 1909 and contains
‘linenfold’ panelling from an earlier pulpit.

Linenfold is a design which dates back to
the 14th century and imitates folded linen.
In the main arch of the chancel is an arch
which contains a spiral staircase - this would
have led up to the rood loft - in past years a
screen would have separated the chancel from
the nave. However the screen was destroyed
in a fire in the 1800s.
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The South Aisle

The South Porch

Left: Vestry door
Top: List of Vicars

Left: Incised alabaster tomb
Top: Grafitti
Above: Tomb of Elizabeth & Thomas Boughton

The South Aisle contains the oldest
monument in the church - the incised alabaster
table tomb to Galfridus Allesley and Alianora
his wife. This tomb was once in the nave and
was no doubt often used as seating when there
were no pews in the church. The tomb features
graffiti in the form of a game called ‘nines
mens morris’.

There is a monument on each side of the tomb
decorated in colour - one in memory of Edward
Boughton who died in 1635 and the other
one for his wife Abigail who died the year after.
You will see an arch in the south wall which has
a tomb underneath it which is in extremely good
condition. It is a tomb commemorated to
Thomas and Elizabeth Boughton dated 1454.
The inscription of the tomb reads: ‘Whoever
you are who pass by, stop, read and lament. I am
what you will be. I have been what you are.’
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The South Porch is now the vestry but was
originally used as the entrance for the people
coming to worship from Long Lawford. In
the nineteenth century people from Long
Lawford would only enter through this door
and sit on the south side of the church whilst
people from Newbold would enter through the
north door and sit on the north side. However
thankfully these times have passed and you are
now free to sit where you please!

On the left side of the door there is a list of all
the Vicars of Newbold and you will see that the
longest serving Vicar to date was Theodosius
Egerton Boughton-Ward Boughton-Leigh,
serving the church for 50 years. Also it can be
seen that the church was led by three men
all named John Parker for over 100 years
consecutively - father, son and grandson!
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The Font & Organ

The Tower

Left: Tower
Above: Bells

Left: Organ
Top: Font

The organ originally stood on a gallery above
the position you see it in now. It came to the
church in 1858 from the chapel at Rugby
School having been there since 1800.
The gallery was taken down in 1909 and the
organ was moved to the south aisle, before being
moved to its current position in 1978 when the
rear pews were removed.

The font is a focal point in the church and
is used countless times throughout the year
and brings many visitors into the church
for baptisms.
The font was originally in the church that stood
on this site before the present building. It is lead
lined and dates back to the fourteenth century.
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The tower is a key part of the church and
houses 10 bells. Five of these were re-cast in
1792 and one was a gift from the Rev.J.Onley
at that time. In 1977 two extra bells were cast
to commemorate the Queen’s Silver Jubilee
and two further bells were added in 1992 to
mark the 200th anniversary of the original bells
being hung.

The clock was made by Samuel Dalton of
Rugby and is dated 1795 - in recent years it has
been adapted so that it winds automatically.
Another key feature of the tower is the
weathervane - this was placed here in the
1970s and shows St Botolph carrying the cross
while leading his donkey on a journey.
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We hope that you enjoy your visit to our beautiful old church which has stood at
the heart of this community since the mid-fifteenth century. The first church was
built on this site in the twelfth century and so for well over 800 years this site has
been a place where God has been worshipped.
Our present church is full of historical interest - it bears the marks of
succeeding generations who have developed the building in their own way. The
church continues to develop in our own generation, because it is the living house
of God and not a museum. The people of this community continue to worship here
Sunday by Sunday and there is an abundance of special occasions throughout the
year as people come for baptisms, weddings and funerals. We trust that you will
take away with you something of the special atmosphere of this place and that this
guide will be a reminder to you of your visit here.
May God bless you as you go on your way.

O Lord, we commend to you the work of this church and we pray for all
who come within its walls. May many find You here as the Way, the Truth and the
Life and go from this place to serve You faithfully in Your world, to Your honour
and glory. Amen.

If you would like to keep in touch with us you can do via
the website or Facebook page.
W: www.stbotolphstjohn.org.uk
F: St Botolph’s Newbold and St John’s Long Lawford
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